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The 80th Prague Spring Festival announces its programme, offering numerous debuts and grand returns

Prague, 22 October 2024

World-class orchestras, the return of renowned artists and ensembles, fresh faces making their Czech and festival debuts, as well as world and Czech premieres – these are just a few of the highlights of the 80th edition of the Prague Spring International Music Festival, which will take place from 12 May to 3 June 2025.

“The programme of the 80th edition of the Prague Spring is deeply rooted in the vision instilled by its founder Rafael Kubelík back in 1946: to showcase the finest and most fascinating offerings from the world of classical music while enriching the Czech cultural landscape with diversity and artistic dialogue,” says the festival’s director Pavel Trojan. “The commemoration of eighty years since the end of the Second World War and a reflection on the rich history of the Prague Spring, one of the oldest European festivals of classical music, have become both a responsibility and a challenge for us. The programme for this anniversary honours tradition while confidently looking to the future. We present a repertoire that brings the best from the world of classical music, that inspires, explores, provokes thought, and does not forget to feature young Czech artists and creators. I believe that in doing so, we reaffirm the prestigious standing of the Prague Spring not only on the Czech cultural scene but across Europe,” he adds.

World-class orchestras
The orchestral series will undoubtedly present the greatest highlights of the Prague Spring 2025. For the first time in its more than 130-year history, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra will perform in the Czech Republic. Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Göteborgs Symfoniker will also make their Prague Spring debuts. Returning to the festival will be the London Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo’s NHK Symphony Orchestra, and the Wiener Symphoniker led by their new chief conductor, Petr Popelka. Audiences can look forward to an array of world-renowned conductors, including Jaap van Zweden, Andris Nelsons, Santtu-Matias Rouvali, Sir Antonio Pappano, and Fabio Luisi, who returns to the festival after a long 35-year absence. Making its Czech debut with a Beethoven-themed programme will be the Kammerakademie Potsdam, conducted by Antonello Manacorda, who recently completed an acclaimed recording of Beethoven’s symphonies with the same orchestra.
Symbolic opening and closing for the festival
The symbolic opening of the 80th Prague Spring Festival will be entrusted to the Czech Philharmonic and its current chief conductor, Semyon Bychkov. “On 12 May 1946, the Czech Philharmonic, under the baton of its then chief conductor Rafael Kubelík, performed My Country for the first time in the history of the festival. Over the past eighty years, the orchestra has presented this masterpiece sixty-six times, of course including multiple repeats in a single same year. Among the most memorable performances was not only that first one with Kubelík but also many others led by other great Czech Philharmonic chief conductors – Karel Ančerl, Václav Neumann, Zdeněk Mácal, and Jiří Bělohlávek – or the very first Prague Spring performance conducted by a foreign maestro, Lovro von Matačić, in 1984. Entrusting the opening of the 80th edition of Prague Spring to this orchestra was an obvious choice,” says Pavel Trojan.

The Czech Philharmonic will also bring the 2025 festival to a symbolic close with two performances of Gustav Mahler’s Symphony of a Thousand on 2 and 3 June. “Mahler has traditionally been an important composer for the Prague Spring. These two performances of his Symphony No. 8, known as the Symphony of a Thousand, will feature an extraordinary vocal line-up, including two of the finest Mahlerian singers, Sarah Wegener and Jennifer Johnston,” notes the festival Program Director Josef Třeštík. Among the eight soloists will also be the British tenor star David Butt Philip, the bass David Leigh, and also two leading Czech singers, the soprano Kateřina Kněžíková and the baritone Adam Plachetka.

Artist-in-residence Patricia Kopatchinskaja
“One of the key missions of Prague Spring, which I hold in particularly high regard, is to introduce the Czech audience to artists who are fully established abroad, shaping the contemporary classical music scene, but who are still relatively new to the Czech stage,” explains Josef Třeštík. Therefore, this year’s lineup includes for example the Finnish conductor Santtu-Matias Rouvali, music director of the Kammerakademie Potsdam Antonello Manacorda, and the Quatuor Ébène – one of the world’s top string quartets. “A major star will certainly be this year’s artist-in-residence, the violinist and performer Patricia Kopatchinskaja, who, while already known to Czech audiences, will be presented at the festival in a series of unique projects reflecting her unorthodox and innovative approach to music and concert form,” Třeštík elaborates. Kopatchinskaja is among today’s most sought-after artists, as demonstrated by her numerous artistic residencies at prestigious institutions such as London’s Southbank and Barbican Centres, the Vienna Konzerthaus, and the Elbphilharmonie, as well as collaborations with some of the world’s leading orchestras, including the New York Philharmonic, the London Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam, and the Berlin Philharmonic, where she has also been an artist-in-residence. She also collaborates with living composers such as György Kurtág, Michel van der Aa, Márton Illés, Thomas Larcher, and Esa-Pekka Salonen, and serves as an Artistic Partner at the SWR Experimental Studio, one of the leading international research centres for electronic music.

Patricia Kopatchinskaja will arrive in Prague with her long-standing artistic collaborators, the Camerata Bern orchestra and the pianist Joonas Ahonen, who spent twelve years as a member of the Klangforum Wien. Across three concerts on 16, 17, and 18 May, she will showcase her extraordinary talent not only as a violinist in the Time & Eternity project but also as a performer, taking on the acting role of Pierrot in the famous and once scandalous music-dramatic cycle Pierrot lunaire by Austrian composer Arnold Schoenberg. The final evening of her residency will be dedicated to the music of the Czech composer Luboš Fišer. “The evening dedicated to Luboš Fišer will perhaps mean the most to me, since I think he is too little known and deserves much more recognition,” says the artist about the concert, during which she will perform two of Fišer’s violin sonatas: In memoriam Terezin and Hands. Joonas Ahonen will also perform Fišer’s Piano Sonata No. 3. “I consider this gesture by Patricia Kopatchinskaja to be a tremendous honour for Czech music and for Luboš Fišer, who is one of the most original Czech composers of the 20th century,” concludes Pavel Trojan.

Prague Spring debuts
This year’s Prague Spring will feature seven Czech debuts and over twenty festival debuts. For the first time, the already mentioned Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the Kammerakademie Potsdam and its chief conductor Antonello Manacorda, the Finnish conductor Santtu-Matias Rouvali, and the Ensemble Correspondances led by Sebastien Daucé, along with a singer Dmitry Ivanchey will perform in the Czech Republic. Among the festival debuts, the first-ever Prague Spring concert by the Boston Symphony Orchestra and performances by Quatuor Ébène, the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir under chief conductor Tõnu Kaljuste, and the participation of the resident ensemble and resident composer of Prague Offspring Ensemble Modern and Sir George Benjamin are also worth highlighting. Prague Spring will once again provide a platform for young Czech musicians. “Alongside the traditional Music School Salon project in collaboration with the MenART Academy, this year will also feature Trio Incendio and the conductor Jan Sedláček,” says Josef Třeštík. Prague Spring’s commitment to discovering new talent is underscored by the recent successes of the Alinde Quintet at the ARD Competition in Munich or the appointment of Alena Hron as chief conductor of the South Czech Philharmonic – all of whom were given opportunities at the Prague Spring in the recent past.

Significant Anniversaries
	
The 80th year of the Prague Spring will commemorate several important events in 2025, particularly the 50th anniversary of the death of the composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who visited the festival several times, and the 90th birthday of the Estonian composer Arvo Pärt, whose music will be performed by the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir, an ensemble that has won two Grammy Awards for recordings of Pärt’s works. The festival will also mark 80 years since the death of the Hungarian composer Béla Bartók and 100 years since the birth of the Czech composer Jindřich Feld. The Wihan Quartet will celebrate its 40th anniversary, and the Wiener Symphoniker and the Göteborgs Symfoniker will celebrate their 125th and 120th anniversaries, respectively, in 2025.

World and Czech Premieres
“The Prague Spring consistently and thoughtfully nurtures not only the historical legacy of Czech music but also its future. This has been one of the festival’s key priorities. As a result, a large part of music newly composed in the Czech Republic is being created on commission from the Prague Spring,” says Pavel Trojan. On 30 and 31 May, the Prague Offspring project dedicated to contemporary music will be held for the fourth time at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Arts in Holešovice, with five new works by Czech and Slovak composers being commissioned for the occasion. This time, the management has approached Haštal Hapka, Jan Ryant Dřízal, Barbora Tomášková, Pavel Šabacký, and Slavomír Hořínka, whose nearly thirty-minute piece Grain, Chaff and Fire is being composed directly for the Frankfurt-based Ensemble Modern. The Ensemble will serve as Prague Offspring’s new resident ensemble for three seasons, until 2027, following in the footsteps of Klangforum Wien. All commissioned pieces will have their world premieres at the festival. As usual, two new works will also be composed for the Prague Spring International Music Competition: a solo oboe piece by Jan Klusák and a cello composition by Pavel Zemek-Novák. The festival will also feature the world premiere of Four Songs about Happiness by Jindřich Feld, performed by Lucie Kaňková and the Wihan Quartet. Czech premieres will include the concert performance of the opera Into the Little Hill by the Prague Offspring’s resident composer Sir George Benjamin, In the Forest by the Japanese composer Toshio Hosokawa, performed by the Kammerakademie Potsdam, and Self-Portrait in Three Colors by Raphaël Merlin, which will be presented by Quatuor Ébène just three months after its world premiere in Paris.

Early music in masterful interpretations
The festival’s “early music” series, dedicated to historically informed performance, will range from Italian Trecento music to an authentic performance of Mozart’s Requiem. On 17 May, the French Ensemble Sollazzo, winners of the Cambridge Early Music Prize, will present a programme entitled La dolce vista, featuring works by Francesco Landini, the most prominent Italian composer of the 14th century and a blind organist of Florence. Making their Czech debut on 26 May, the French Ensemble Correspondances will perform works by Jean-Baptiste Lully, the founder of French opera in the tragédie-lyrique genre and a composer at the court of Louis XIV. One of the festival's highlights will be a performance of Mozart’s Requiem on 24 May by Concentus Musicus Wien under the baton of Tomáš Netopil. “Mozart’s Requiem has not been performed at the Prague Spring for fifteen years. We’ve waited for the right moment to present this iconic and much-performed work in a truly definitive interpretation. Concentus Musicus Wien has Mozart’s music in its DNA, and the conductor Tomáš Netopil demonstrates an incredible sensitivity for Classical music. Thus, the right moment has come,” says Pavel Trojan. Mozart’s music will be paired with works by the Czech Classical composer František Xaver Richter, whose music Netopil describes as “a work which not only proves the immense musicality of the Czech environment in the 17th and 18th centuries, but also points to a wealth of musical figures who originated in our Czech basin and determined the direction of 18th century European musical aesthetics.” This project thus subtly underscores another major contribution of the Prague Spring: presenting Czech music in an international context and connecting Czech and foreign artists at the highest interpretive level.

Prague Spring for teenagers
Following the success of last year’s first edition, Prague Spring is once again organising, in collaboration with the dramaturge Klára Boudalová, the Prague Spring Family Day, titled SpringTEEN. This project, designed for children of all ages, from the very young ones to teenagers, will again take place at the grounds of the National Gallery’s St Agnes’ Convent. Children will have the opportunity to engage actively in music and art workshops, as well as participate in concerts, including the Grand Finale. The hosts this time will be the actor and singer Jan Cina and the vocal sextet Skety led by the composer Petr Wajsar, who is composing a special piece for the final gala, which will also involve the audience. Unlike last year, the event will be held on Saturday, 31 May, from 2 p.m.
76th Prague Spring International Music Competition
The Prague Spring Competition is one of the oldest music competitions in Europe, with a history dating back to 1947, when it was inaugurated under the honorary chairmanship of the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jan Masaryk. The 76th edition will feature oboe and cello, two instruments with a long tradition at the festival. Notable past winners include Mstislav Rostropovich, Natalia Gutman, and Victor Julien-Laferrière for cello, and Maurice Bourgue, Diana Doherty, and the Czech oboist Liběna Séquardtová for oboe. Presiding over the 2025 juries will be Raphael Wallfisch (cello) and Nancy Ambrose King (oboe). The competition will take place from 6 to 14 May, with the finals held on 13 and 14 May in the Dvořák Hall of the Rudolfinum, accompanied by the Prague Philharmonia and the Prague Symphony Orchestra (FOK). Following the success of the Audience Prize in 2024, spectators at the final rounds will again have the opportunity to vote in a poll.

Collaboration with the National Theatre
The long-standing collaboration with the National Theatre Opera in Prague, which dates back to the very beginning of the festival, will continue, having offered numerous fascinating productions over the past eighty years. As part of the 2025 festival, there will be a premiere on 22 May of a new production of Leoš Janáček’s opera Jenůfa, directed by Calixto Bieito and conducted by Stefan Veselka, a Norwegian conductor of Czech descent.

Artistic patronage of the programme
The 2025 Prague Spring programme is overseen by the festival’s Artistic Board, traditionally composed of distinguished Czech and international figures from the world of classical music. In 2024, the board includes conductors Tomáš Hanus and Jakub Hrůša, the composer and conductor Marko Ivanović, the pianist Ivo Kahánek, the cellist Michal Kaňka, the flautist and founder of Collegium Marianum Jana Semerádová, the composer Miroslav Srnka, the violinist and former board member of the Vienna Philharmonic Clemens Hellsberg, and the singer Adam Plachetka.

Prague Spring Art Salon
Musical experiences at the festival will be complemented by the second edition of the Prague Spring Art Salon, an accompanying visual arts programme. Concertgoers at the Municipal House and the Rudolfinum will have the chance to view works by leading Czech visual artists, which will be auctioned off in a charity event organised by the KODL Gallery on 25 May. The proceeds will go towards further artistic development of the Prague Spring festival.

Partners and patronage
“Just like the artistic side of the festival continues to develop dynamically, we are also introducing new, creative approaches to modern fundraising in the collaboration with our partners,” says Deputy Director Katarína Fišerová, who is responsible for managing relationships with partners and donors at Prague Spring. “We are proud and grateful to all of Prague Spring’s supporters, whether companies or private donors, who have made culture a priority and placed their trust in the Prague Spring. We deeply appreciate it and firmly hope that, given the unique history and prestigious standing of the Prague Spring on both the Czech and European music scenes, their numbers will continue to grow, enabling the festival to further develop artistically and remain a cultural hallmark of this country. The 80th anniversary is a perfect opportunity for this,” she adds.

The festival is especially proud to have secured for the 80th edition the patronage of the President of the Czech Republic, Petr Pavel, who continues the uninterrupted tradition of presidential patronage for the festival since 1946, as well as the patronage of the Czech Minister of Culture, Martin Baxa, and the Mayor of Prague, Bohuslav Svoboda.

The Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, the festival's founding body, remains its most important supporter from the public sector in 2025. “The Prague Spring Festival is set to celebrate its landmark 80th edition in the upcoming season. To mark this special occasion, it has prepared what can only be described as a perfect programme, as evidenced by the newly announced projects. I would particularly highlight the Czech debut of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra with Jaap van Zweden and the historic first festival appearance of the Boston Symphony Orchestra with Andris Nelsons. In this anniversary year, the festival reaffirms its exceptional quality and well-deserved reputation as one of the world’s most respected classical music festivals. The Ministry of Culture will continue to support the festival in 2025, and I have readily granted it my personal patronage once again,” said Martin Baxa.

The support of the City of Prague also continues to be significant.

After a successful first year of collaboration, the ČEZ Group has once again become the general partner of Prague Spring 2025. 

The Prague Spring also deeply values the trust placed in it by innogy Czech Republic, which has been the festival’s Partner for thirty-one years.

In 2025, Allianz pojišťovna and ABB in the Czech Republic, will serve as partners for concerts and projects. “Both of these partners joined the Prague Spring partnership structure in 2024, and we are very proud that our collaboration will continue in the coming year. I personally see great potential in these partnerships for individual festival projects, which we aim to develop further,” says Katarína Fišerová. CETIN, Česká telekomunikační infrastruktura, remains the Technology Partner of the Prague Spring, helping expand the festival into public spaces. Mercedes-Benz Czech Republic will once again be the official vehicle of the Prague Spring in 2025. “Mercedes-Benz is another long-standing partner with whom we’ve successfully developed and innovated our collaboration over the years. Their fully electric fleet of cars, which transports festival artists in maximum comfort, not only significantly contributes to the success of the entire project but also protects the environment, which suits the Prague Spring perfectly, giving it a modern look,” says Katarína Fišerová.

A special thank you goes to the Friends of Prague Spring patrons’ club, which brings together individual and corporate donors supporting the festival. “We feel immense gratitude and connection with our donors, as they not only support the festival financially but also shape its spirit and energy. Together, we form one big, harmonious family,” concludes Katarína Fišerová.

Media Partners
The Czech Television is the General Media Partner for the Prague Spring 2025, with the Czech Radio as the Main Media Partner. Economia, a. s., the publisher of Hospodářské noviny and operator of the portals hn.cz and aktualne.cz, remains the media partner for print and online media.

Ticket Sales
Ticket sales for Prague Spring 2025 concerts will begin on Wednesday, 23 October 2024, at 11 a.m. Tickets can be purchased online at festival.cz. Detailed information about each concert is available in the Programme section of the festival.cz. For information regarding order status, payments, invoicing, or group bookings, customers can contact ENIGOO at +420 461 049 232. For programme-related inquiries, the Prague Spring can be reached at +420 257 310 414.

Photos for the 80th year of the Prague Spring for download: https://bit.ly/3AgXmRx 
Prague Spring photo bank: https://flickr.com/photos/prague-spring/albums
Prague Spring Programme: https://festival.cz/en/koncerty/
Download Prague Spring brochure in PDF: https://bit.ly/3NxDbCb
Press service: https://festival.cz/en/about-us/press-room/ 

Follow Prague Spring on social media
https://www.facebook.com/PrazskeJaro
https://www.instagram.com/prazskejaro
https://www.youtube.com/user/PragueSpringFestival

Press Contact 
Iva Nevoralová
PR & Spokesperson
nevoralova@festival.cz
+420 608 028 054
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