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The 80th anniversary edition of the Prague Spring Festival is about to begin. The Czech Republic’s most prestigious celebration of classical music opens this Monday, 12 May


Prague, 6 May 2025 | On Monday 12 May, the doors of Prague’s Municipal House will once again open to welcome audiences as Smetana’s cycle of symphonic poems My Country heralds the opening of the 80th edition of the Prague Spring International Music Festival. This jubilee year will see over one hundred artists and ensembles from twenty-four countries around the globe take part. But the festival will not be confined to concert halls: music lovers are also invited to the ČEZ Open Air Zone in front of the Rudolfinum, to tune in via radio or television, or to visit the Prague Spring Art Salon, an exhibition featuring leading Czech visual artists and designers, culminating in a charity auction in support of future artistic projects of the festival.

A new feature this year is the ČEZ Open Air Zone, located on the right bank of the Vltava by the Rudolfinum, which replaces the opening-day event on Kampa Island. Organised in cooperation with ČEZ Group, the festival’s general partner and the partner of the opening concert, with support from the ZUŠ Open project of the Magdalena Kožená Foundation and Czech Television, the zone will offer a freely accessible public programme from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. on both 11 and 12 May. Audiences can look forward to a rich “pre-festival” musical blend, culminating on Monday 12 May at 8 p.m. in a live broadcast of the Prague Spring 2025 Opening Concert from the Smetana Hall, performed by the Czech Philharmonic under Semyon Bychkov. The programme will also include performances by Clarinet Factory, the Kalabis Quintet, the vocal sextet Skety, the Wihan Quartet, and ensembles from art schools across the Czech Republic as part of the ZUŠ Open project. A selection of unique archival recordings will also be screened, including a historic concert by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in Prague from 1993, held in tribute to Antonín Dvořák and conducted by Seiji Ozawa, with soloists Rudolf Firkušný, Itzhak Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma and Frederica von Stade.







Prague Spring 2025 on Television, Radio and Social Media

The Opening Concert of Prague Spring 2025 will be broadcast live on Monday 12 May at 8 p.m. by Czech Radio Vltava and by Czech Television on its ČT art channel, including online streaming via iVysílání ČT. The concert will also be livestreamed on Facebook via the official profiles @PrazskeJaro, @ceskatelevizeart, @ceskafilharmonie and @SkupinaCEZ. A video recording will remain available on Facebook until 19 May.

Czech Radio Vltava will offer live broadcasts of the following concerts: Arvo Pärt 90 (19 May from the Rudolfinum), Prague Spring Debut (28 May from the Municipal House), and Ensemble Modern I (30 May from the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art), which will include world premieres by Pavel Šabacký, Jan Ryant Dřízal, Barbora Tomášková and Haštal Hapka. “All of these concerts are sold out, so I am truly delighted that those unable to experience these musical events in person will still be able to enjoy them on the radio,” says Pavel Trojan, Director of the Prague Spring. In addition to the live concert broadcasts, Czech Radio Vltava will air the premiere of a special programme entitled An Evening on the Theme of Prague Spring on 14 May at 8 p.m., featuring guests Magdalena Hajóssyová, Jiří Chvála, Peter Jarůšek (Pavel Haas Quartet), Ivo Kahánek, Yvetta Koláčková, Jiří Panocha and Pavel Zejfart (Panocha Quartet), Pavel Trojan, and pianist Jan Čmejla, who will also provide musical interludes.

Czech Television will be recording the following concert from this year’s festival: Fragments of Love (26 May from the Rudolfinum). From 11 May to 4 June, ČT art will also air ECHO of the Prague Spring every evening at 8:13 p.m. – short reports capturing highlights from each day of the festival – as well as a concluding documentary That Was Prague Spring 2025.

________________________________________________________________________

The Vienna Symphony Orchestra Returns to the Prague Spring                                after Thirty-Three Years

One of the highlights of the 80th edition of the festival is its exceptional orchestral series, which will feature not only leading Czech orchestras – the Czech Philharmonic, the Prague Symphony Orchestra FOK, and the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra – but also the Boston and Chicago Symphony Orchestras, the NHK Symphony Orchestra from Tokyo, the London Symphony Orchestra, the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra, and the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, returning to the festival after an incredible thirty-three years since its last appearance in 1992. “The orchestra first performed at the Prague Spring in 1956 and has appeared seven times since, presenting works by Mahler, Debussy, Brahms, Stravinsky, Richard Strauss, Dvořák, and the great Viennese classical composers – Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven – as well as contemporary figures such as Kurt Schwertsik. Over the years, the ensemble has been led at the festival by distinguished conductors including Rudolf Moralt, Carlo 





Maria Giulini, Gennady Rozhdestvensky, Georges Prêtre and Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos. In 2025, the orchestra will be conducted by Petr Popelka, who will conclude his first season as Chief Conductor of this prestigious ensemble with this very concert – an orchestra which is also celebrating the 125th anniversary of its founding this year,” says Prague Spring Programme Director Josef Třeštík, outlining the orchestra’s history at the festival. “It gives me enormous joy to bring the Vienna Symphony Orchestra to my native city and to the Prague Spring – a festival where I attended so many unforgettable concerts as an audience member. I truly couldn’t be happier,” says Petr Popelka, who this season became the first Czech artist in history to conduct a concert as part of the Nobel Prize award ceremony in Stockholm. His other recent highlights include a special anniversary concert marking the 100th birth anniversary of Pierre Boulez with the Gewandhausorchester in Leipzig, a residency with the Vienna Symphony Orchestra at the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing, and the opening edition of the newly founded Primavera da Vienna festival in Trieste, Italy.

The Vienna Symphony Orchestra will present a programme of works by Ludwig van Beethoven, Josef Strauss and Richard Strauss. The evening opens with Beethoven’s Consecration of the House, Op. 124, an overture composed for the reopening of Vienna’s Theater in der Josefstadt, followed by the Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat major, Op. 73, “Emperor”, composed in 1809 during the Napoleonic siege of Vienna. “The Fifth Piano Concerto is significant in many ways. Aware that his worsening hearing would prevent him from premiering the work himself, Beethoven approached the score in an entirely new way. For the first time, he withheld the customary freedom to improvise cadenzas, instead writing everything out. He also made full use of the technical advances of the period, both in the extraordinarily expansive piano part and in the orchestration, where he boldly employed more powerful wind and string forces,” explains pianist Jan Bartoš, who will perform the solo part. The Concerto will be recorded for release by the Supraphon label.

The second half of the evening opens with Geheime Anziehungskräfte (The Mysterious Powers of Magnetism), Op. 173, a waltz also known by its alternative title “Dynamiden” by Josef Strauss, the son of Johann Strauss I. The concert will conclude with the Suite from Der Rosenkavalier by Richard Strauss. “The suite from Der Rosenkavalier is a magnificent and truly iconic piece that gives the orchestra a chance to show its full brilliance. It includes the famous waltz that has become the symbol of the opera, and whose principal theme is in fact derived from Josef Strauss’s Dynamiden. We’ll thus be performing a very special pairing: a “Meisterwerk” by Richard Strauss and the very source of its inspiration by Josef Strauss,” adds Petr Popelka. The Vienna Symphony Orchestra’s concert will take place on 27 May in the Smetana Hall of the Municipal House.










Prague Spring Competition in Oboe and Cello Now in Full Swing

The traditional prelude to the Prague Spring Festival – the Prague Spring International Music Competition – begins today, Tuesday 6 May. A total of 91 candidates have completed registration in the final stage: 47 in the oboe category and 44 in the cello category, representing 21 countries across the globe, including Brazil, the Czech Republic, China, France, Hong Kong, Italy, Israel, Japan, South Korea, Luxembourg, Portugal, Austria, Romania, Russia, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, Turkey, the USA, and Venezuela. The Czech Republic will be represented by Dominik Bunc (oboe) and Adam Klánský and Petr Hamerský (cello). The final rounds will take place on 13 and 14 May at the Rudolfinum, featuring the top three performers in each discipline. Audiences will once again be able to vote for the Audience Prize, which this year is generously funded in its entirety by Karla Lažanská, a member of the Friends of Prague Spring Patrons’ Club. “I am pleased to offer this prize to young talents because they play with heart, and because I feel it is meaningful to bring them joy on their artistic journey and to recognise their gift at least in this small way,” says Karla Lažanská.

The winners will be selected by two seven-member juries. The oboe jury will be chaired by Nancy Ambrose King (USA), joined by Fabien Thouand (France), Clara Dent-Bogányi (Austria), Kalev Kuljus (Estonia), Vilém Veverka (Czech Republic), Jan Souček (Czech Republic), and Johannes Grosso (France). The cello jury will be chaired by Raphael Wallfisch (UK), joined by Maria Kliegel (Germany), Marc Coppey (France), Natalie Clein (UK), Michal Kaňka (Czech Republic), Tomáš Jamník (Czech Republic), and Ľudovít Kanta (Slovakia).

The second and final rounds will once again be streamed live on the Prague Spring YouTube channel @PragueSpringFestival. Schedules for the first and second rounds, as well as competition results, will be available in real time at www.festival.cz/soutez and in parallel on the competition’s and the festival’s Facebook and Instagram profiles.

Competition Schedule 
(detailed time schedules for the first and second rounds will be published progressively at www.festival.cz/soutez )

6 May, 6:00 p.m. / Vzlet Cultural Centre
Oboe category: Draw
7 May, 6:00 p.m. / Bohuslav Martinů Hall, HAMU
Cello category: Draw

7–8 May / Vzlet Cultural Centre
First Round – Oboe
Programme: Telemann, Schumann






8–9 May / Bohuslav Martinů Hall, HAMU
First Round – Cello
Programme: Beethoven, Dvořák, Piatti

10 May / Bohuslav Martinů Hall, HAMU
Second Round – Oboe
Programme: Mozart, Slavický, Jolivet, Koechlin, Klusák (world premiere)
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival

11 May / Bohuslav Martinů Hall, HAMU
Second Round – Cello
Programme: Brahms, Schubert, Chopin, Martinů, Weinberg, Penderecki, Ligeti, Carter, Prokofiev, Poulenc, Kabeláč, Pavel Zemek-Novák (world premiere)
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival

13 May, 6:00 p.m. / Rudolfinum
Final – Oboe
Programme: Gemrot, Martinů, Zimmermann
Prague Philharmonia
Robert Kružík – conductor
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival

14 May, 6:00 p.m. / Rudolfinum
Final – Cello
Programme: Bach, Dvořák
Prague Symphony Orchestra FOK
Marek Prášil – conductor
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival

All rounds are open to the public. Further information and tickets are available in the PROGRAMME section of the Prague Spring website: festival.cz

________________________________________________________________________

Prague Spring Art Salon

In collaboration with the KODL Gallery, the Prague Spring Festival will once again host the Prague Spring Art Salon, now in its second year. As in 2024, the works on display will be auctioned in a charity sale in support of Prague Spring’s artistic projects. Six leading Czech visual artists and designers – Josef Bolf, Martin Krajc, Anna Neborová, Rony Plesl, Michael Rittstein, and Jakub Tomáš – have 





each created a work on the theme of “Time”. “What links all of these artists is their engagement with the concept of time; yet each has approached the subject in a distinct and deeply personal way,” says the exhibition’s curator, Jan Kudrna. “Their works explore time as a bridge to memory, highlight its transience, speed, and relativity, or reflect on it as a guardian of finality.” The exhibition will be on view throughout the Prague Spring concerts at both the Rudolfinum and the Municipal House. Three works will be exhibited at the Rudolfinum (first-floor foyer), and the other three in the Rieger Hall of the Municipal House. The charity auction in support of Prague Spring will take place on 25 May at 12:00 noon at Žofín Palace in Prague. Bidders can already take part in the auction online at Artslimit.com.

This Year’s Art Salon Artists
Video: https://youtu.be/EP6sv7dkE_o

Rony Plesl: Translucent Vase
“A vase holds flowers that wilt and must constantly be replaced,” explains Rony Plesl, describing why he chose the theme of time for his unique piece crafted from cut uranium glass in collaboration with Lasvit. The work powerfully evokes the cyclical nature of time, and its vibrant green hue symbolises spring. Only six pieces of the vase exist.
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/RJFeeWUGdp8

Martin Krajc: Time
“I conceived my painting as a tribute to Bedřich Smetana, entering into a visual dialogue with him,” says Martin Krajc of his composition, a kaleidoscope of sculptural forms, watches, a grand piano, and colourful fields and splashes. The piece is infused with the energy and dynamism characteristic of his expressive, spontaneous yet highly legible painterly style.
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/hRDZxARECPk

Michael Rittstein: Vegetable Vehicles
The work of Czech painting legend Michael Rittstein is known for its gestural technique, vivid colour, painterly mastery, and its signature irony and grotesque humour. His contribution, Vegetable Vehicles, features genetically modified vegetables. “My painting is more of an apology to classical music for the mischief I caused as a child at educational concerts, from which I was often removed.”
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/EBsNjsCEvCY

Anna Neborová: Little Horse
Anna Neborová chose an old wooden rocking horse as the subject of her painting, its contours blurred and blending with the background. “It takes us back to childhood, when there was plenty of time for everything,” she says of her poignant interpretation. Her visual language hovers between dreamlike realism and magical abstraction.
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/fN2khWb-NAk






Jakub Tomáš: Time
Jakub Tomáš presents a sequential composition exploring the merging of his own childhood with that of his daughter, embodied in a figure walking through a socialist-era housing estate. Based on his daughter’s likeness, the figure “passes” through the painting in several stages of movement. “In essence, it represents the intersection of my childhood and her adolescence,” says the artist.
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/OHmAOHVD9s0

Josef Bolf: Future Past
Widely regarded as a modern classic and a leading figure in contemporary Czech painting, Josef Bolf is represented in both public collections – such as the National Gallery in Prague – and private collections worldwide. In Future Past, Bolf treats time as cyclical rather than linear. “I’m touching on things that connect to certain myths,” he explains.
Video: https://youtube.com/shorts/tJ2q7ThlpZc
 
________________________________________________________________________

Festival accompanying events

Alongside the concerts, the Prague Spring will host a series of artist talks:
17 May	Patricia Kopatchinskaja & Reto Bieri
19 May	Joonas Sildre: Talk with the author of the art comic Between Two Sounds about Arvo Pärt. Includes the launch of the Czech edition, published in May by Vlny. The book will be available for purchase at Prague Spring concerts at the Rudolfinum and the Municipal House.
20 May	Jaap van Zweden & Šimon and Matouš Michal
22 May	Antonello Manacorda & Pierre-Laurent Aimard
23 May	Jan Lisiecki
26 May	Sébastien Daucé
27 May	Petr Popelka
30 May	George Benjamin

________________________________________________________________________

Partners of Prague Spring 2025

The Prague Spring Festival extends its sincere thanks to its long-standing partners, without whose financial support the festival would not be possible. The festival’s current partnership structure includes the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, the City of Prague, general partner ČEZ Group, main partner Doosan Škoda Power a.s., festival partner innogy Česká republika a.s., and 






technology partner CETIN, Česká telekomunikační infrastruktura a.s. A new addition to the list of concert sponsors this year is FNC Technology Co., Ltd. Further concert and project partners include 
Allianz pojišťovna a.s., ABB Czech Republic, and Philip Morris ČR. The festival’s general media partner is Czech Television; its main media partner is Czech Radio; Economia a.s. is the official print and online media partner; and the official festival car is Mercedes-Benz Czech Republic.

The general partner ČEZ Group has also decided this year to support the Prague Spring International Music Competition, via the ČEZ Foundation.

Special thanks go to the Friends of Prague Spring patrons’ club, which brings together individual and corporate donors who support the festival.
________________________________________________________________________

Follow Prague Spring on Social Media
Festival news and updates can be followed on Prague Spring’s Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube profiles, as well as on the official website www.festival.cz.
FB @PrazskeJaro
IG @prazskejaro
YT @PragueSpringFestival
________________________________________________________________________

Festival Tickets and Box Offices
Tickets remain available online at: www.festival.cz

Festival Box Office Opening Times

Rudolfinum (náměstí Jana Palacha)
5–30 May 2025: Mon–Fri, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
On concert days at the Rudolfinum, the box office remains open until 8:00 p.m.

Municipal House (náměstí Republiky)
11 May – 3 June 2025: Daily, 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
On concert days at the Municipal House, the box office remains open until 8:00 p.m.
The box office is located just inside the foyer to the left.
Card payment only.

For queries regarding orders, payments, invoicing and group bookings:
info@enigoo.cz; +420 461 049 232




Links

Official Festival Website
www.festival.cz

Downloads
Photo gallery: https://bit.ly/3SkcTWb
Prague Spring wallpapers: https://bit.ly/4iQStPB 
Videos: Wiener Symphoniker – Prague Spring Art Salon

YouTube Links
https://youtu.be/ZjEAK96QBe4 (Wiener Symphoniker)
https://youtu.be/EP6sv7dkE_o (Prague Spring Art Salon)

Streaming Platforms
Competition – Oboe, Second Round | 10 May 2025 at 9:30 a.m.
https://youtube.com/live/OGsPLjgN3Wk
Competition – Cello, Second Round | 11 May 2025 at 9:30 a.m.
https://youtube.com/live/BNf-UI90-8w
Competition Final – Oboe | 13 May 2025 at 6 p.m.
https://youtube.com/live/fQN3P2mK8Xs
Competition Final – Cello | 14 May 2025 at 6 p.m.
https://youtube.com/live/teE0sMhTYsM

________________________________________________________________________

Press Conference Guests

Pavel Trojan – Director of Prague Spring Festival
Josef Třeštík – Programme Director of Prague Spring Festival
Petr Popelka – Chief Conductor, Vienna Symphony Orchestra
Nancy Ambrose King – Chair of the Oboe Jury
Raphael Wallfisch – Chair of the Cello Jury
David Kašpar – Deputy Minister of Culture
Jiří Pospíšil – Deputy Mayor of the City of Prague
Karla Lažanská – Patron of the Prague Spring Competition
Milan Dospěl – Chief Curator, KODL Gallery
Jan Kudrna – Curator, Prague Spring Art Salon






Prague Spring – Press Contact

Iva Nevoralová
PR & Spokesperson
nevoralova@festival.cz
+420 608 028 054

festival.cz
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