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The first week of Prague Spring: open-air festival zone, the debut of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and Patricia Kopatchinskaja in residence

Prague, 11 May 2025 | On Monday 12 May, the 80th edition of the Prague Spring International Music Festival will open with My Country by Bedřich Smetana, performed by the Czech Philharmonic under the baton of Semyon Bychkov. The first festival week will continue with the Prague Spring debut of the Boston Symphony Orchestra on 14 May, conducted by Andris Nelsons and featuring violinist Baiba Skride, with a programme dedicated entirely to the works of Dmitri Shostakovich. The following day, 15 May, sees the return to the Rudolfinum of what is arguably the finest Asian orchestra of today – the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo, led by Chief Conductor Fabio Luisi and joined by violinist Akiko Suwanai. Fabio Luisi returns to the Prague Spring after thirty-five years; for Suwanai, this will mark her festival debut. From 16 to 18 May, violinist, performer, and composer Patricia Kopatchinskaja will be in residence, appearing in three distinct projects: Time and Eternity with Camerata Bern (16 May), Pierrot lunaire, in which “PatKop” also appears as an actress (17 May), and a recital of works by Luboš Fišer and Ludwig van Beethoven (18 May). Winners will also be announced in the Prague Spring International Music Competition in the categories of oboe and cello. Lovers of chamber and early music can look forward to a recital by pianist Jan Čmejla, recent winner of the Leipzig J. S. Bach Competition (17 May), and concerts by Ensemble Sollazzo, who will present music of the Italian Renaissance, and the Wihan Quartet, which celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. Together with soprano Lucie Kaňková, the Quartet will give the world premiere of Jindřich Feld’s Four Songs about Happiness. In a single week, the Prague Spring will thus commemorate three important anniversaries of Czech and world composers: 50 years since the death of Dmitri Shostakovich (1906–1975), 90 years since the birth of Luboš Fišer (1935–1999), and 100 years since the birth of Jindřich Feld (1925–2007).

The festival will, however, be unofficially launched today, 11 May, with a programme in the ČEZ Open Air Zone in front of the Rudolfinum. Over the course of two days, fans of classical, jazz and popular music can enjoy a varied line-up, with highlights including the vocal sextet Skety, the ensemble Clarinet Factory, and the Wihan Quartet, which will perform its popular arrangements of songs by the Beatles. The programme will culminate in a live transmission of the Prague Spring Opening Concert from the Municipal House on 12 May at 8:00 p.m. Admission to all events in the ČEZ Open Air Zone is free of charge.

The Prague Spring 2025 Opening Concert will be broadcast live on 12 May at 8:00 p.m. by Czech Radio Vltava and Czech Television on its ČT art channel, including an online stream on iVysílání ČT. The festival will also offer a live stream of the Opening Concert on Facebook, via the profiles @PrazskeJaro, @ceskatelevizeart, @ceskafilharmonie, and @SkupinaCEZ. A recording of the concert will remain available on Facebook until 19 May.

Media resources
Prague Spring press service: https://bit.ly/4iTXExZ 
Artist photos from the 80th edition: https://bit.ly/4mbr0uE 
Illustrative photographs: https://bit.ly/4jMOlBb 

Follow Prague Spring on social media
Stay up to date on the latest from the festival on our social Facebook, Instagram and YouTube channels and official website www.festival.cz.
FB @PrazskeJaro
IG @prazskejaro
YT @PragueSpringFestival

LIVE streams from 12 to 18 May on Prague Spring platforms
12 May at 8:00 p.m. / Municipal House
Prague Spring Opening Concert 
LIVE stream on Facebook  @PrazskeJaro

13 May at 6:00 p.m. / Rudolfinum
Competition Final: Oboe
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival

14 May at 6:00 p.m. / Rudolfinum
Competition Final: Cello
Programme: Bach, Dvořák
LIVE stream on YouTube @PragueSpringFestival
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