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The Prague Spring International Music Festival enters its second week

Prague, 18 May 2025 | After the outstanding opening of the 80th edition of Prague Spring by the Czech Philharmonic under Semyon Bychkov, the fantastic performances of the Boston Symphony Orchestra with Andris Nelsons and the NHK Symphony Orchestra with Fabio Luisi, and the unrepeatable residency of Patricia Kopatchinskaja – which culminates today, 18 May, at the Rudolfinum with a closing recital of works by Luboš Fišer and Ludwig van Beethoven – Prague Spring audiences can look forward to another wonderfully packed week of music from 19 to 25 May.

On Monday 19 May, the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir will pay tribute at the Rudolfinum to the composer Arvo Pärt. It is worth noting that the concert, which is sold out to the last seat, will be broadcast live at 8:00 p.m. by Czech Radio Vltava. Before the concert, there will be a launch of the freshly published Czech translation of the art comic Between Two Sounds (published by Vlny), which maps part of Arvo Pärt’s life. The book’s author, Joonas Sildre, will attend the event in person. On Tuesday 20 May, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra will make its Czech debut in the Smetana Hall of the Municipal House, conducted by Jaap van Zweden and performing Mahler’s Symphony No. 6. This week’s festival line-up will also include the first of last year’s Prague Spring Competition winners to perform: Chinese horn player Zhicheng Jin, appearing in two concerts – on 19 May at the National Technical Museum and on 21 May at the Municipal House with the Prague Symphony Orchestra FOK under the baton of Robert Jindra, who will, for the first time at Prague Spring, conduct a programme composed solely of symphonic music. Mercedes Forum Prague will come alive with the rhythms of Brazilian samba on 21 May, with Grammy-winning Trio Corrente and singer Luciana Souza. On Thursday 22 May, the festival’s “Beethovenian triple bill” will begin. Works by Ludwig van Beethoven, along with the Czech premiere of In the Forest by Japanese composer Toshio Hosokawa, will be performed by the excellent Kammerakademie Potsdam, making its Czech debut, under Chief Conductor Antonello Manacorda, joined by French pianist Pierre-Laurent Aimard. One day later, on 23 May, lovers of Czech music can look forward to a compelling interpretation of Bedřich Smetana’s symphonic poem Håkon Jarl, performed by the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra under Santtu-Matias Rouvali, a Finnish conductor who will be appearing in the Czech Republic for the very first time. The soloist for the concert will be Canadian pianist Jan Lisiecki. The weekend will be 





devoted to chamber music – including the Prague Spring debut of Trio Incendio and a recital by violinist Ivan Ženatý with pianist Martin Kasík. On Saturday 24 May, the Church of St Simon and St Jude will be taken over by young graduates of the MenART Academy in a concert entitled Music School Salon, featuring the world premiere of Beata Hlavenková’s composition Emily’s Spring, commissioned by Prague Spring. That evening, audiences at the Rudolfinum will hear a benchmark interpretation of Mozart’s famous Requiem, performed by Concentus Musicus Wien under Tomáš Netopil. The music-filled weekend will conclude on 25 May at the Rudolfinum with the festival debut of the world-renowned French ensemble Quatuor Ébène.

In cooperation with the National Theatre Opera and the State Opera, a new staging of Janáček’s opera Jenůfa will premiere at Prague Spring on 22 May, directed by Calixto Bieito and conducted by Stefan Veselka.

For nearly all of these concerts, the last remaining tickets are still available. They can be purchased either online at www.festival.cz or at the Prague Spring box offices at the Rudolfinum and the Municipal House.

Until 19 May, the Opening Concert of the 80th edition of Prague Spring, held on 12 May in the Smetana Hall, remains available for viewing on the festival’s Facebook profile @PrazskeJaro.

Audiences can follow current festival updates on the Prague Spring social media profiles:
FB: @PrazskeJaro, IG: @prazskejaro, and YouTube: @PragueSpringFestival, and on the festival’s website www.festival.cz.
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