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Ensemble Correspondances to present selections from operas by Jean-Baptiste Lully at Prague Spring

Prague, 26 May 2025 | This evening, 26 May at 8 p.m. in the Rudolfinum, the French ensemble Ensemble Correspondances will give its Czech debut with a concert performance of selected scenes from the operas Psyché, Persée, Atys and Armide by the Italo-French composer Jean-Baptiste Lully. For Prague, the ensemble’s founder and artistic director Sébastien Daucé has created a pasticcio exploring the many facets of love – from indifference and rivalry to torment, madness, and ultimately, joy and the pleasures of life.

This evening’s Prague Spring concert features music composed during the reign of Louis XIV. The term pasticcio originally referred to a type of dish, but in the 17th and 18th centuries it came to denote a popular theatrical form composed of excerpts from existing works, either by a single composer or by several different authors. In the case of Fragments of Love, the material is drawn exclusively from the operas of Jean-Baptiste Lully, each representing a different stage in the arc of a romantic relationship.

The tragédie-ballet Psyché, first performed in 1671, was a collaboration between Lully and Molière. The three other operas – Persée, Atys and Armide – were the fruit of Lully’s later partnership with librettist Philippe Quinault. The literary sources for these works were drawn chiefly from Italian poets such as Lucius Apuleius (Metamorphoses), Publius Ovidius Naso (Metamorphoses, Fasti) and Torquato Tasso (Gerusalemme liberata).

Ensemble Correspondances has gained international recognition for its groundbreaking projects devoted to 17th-century French composers from the time of Louis XIV. A former ensemble-in-residence at London’s Wigmore Hall (2018) and Théâtre de Caen, the group has collaborated with prestigious institutions including the Château de Versailles, the Louvre Museum, the Fondation Royaumont, and the celebrated Ambronay Festival of Early Music. Founded in Lyon in 2009 by French conductor, harpsichordist and organist Sébastien Daucé, the ensemble has released numerous recordings that have attracted significant critical acclaim and earned accolades such as the 






Diapason d’Or, Editor’s Choice from Gramophone magazine, and the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik. Their CD Perpetual Night, focusing on early English Baroque repertoire and featuring mezzo-soprano Lucile Richardot – who joins the ensemble for this evening’s performance – became the best-selling classical album in France in 2018. Tonight’s sold-out concert will be recorded by Czech Television.
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