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Prague Spring 2027 Programme Announced. The 82nd Edition Takes Flight on the Wings of Ludwig van Beethoven’s Music

Prague, 3 November 2026 | The Prague Spring International Music Festival has announced the programme for its 82nd edition. From 12 May to 2 June 2027, it will present 85 artists, ensembles and orchestras from 23 countries and offer more than seventy events, including 37 concerts, the premiere of the opera Salome at the National Theatre, 22 workshops and masterclasses, and more than a dozen accompanying events. The festival will welcome international stars such as Anne-Sophie Mutter, Igor Levit, Joshua Bell, John Adams, Kurt Elling, Magdalena Kožená and Jakub Józef Orliński. For the first time in the history of Prague Spring, the opening concert on 12 May will be performed by an orchestra from outside Europe. Other innovations include a new concert Prague Spring Jazz Series, and a stronger festival presence in public spaces. The festival will be preceded by the 78th Prague Spring International Music Competition, held from 6 to 14 May, with harpsichord and clarinet as the disciplines for 2027. The harpsichord competition will commemorate the centenary of the birth of Zuzana Růžičková. Ticket sales begin on Wednesday, 4 November, at 11.00 at festival.cz/en. 

“I am delighted that we have succeeded in achieving several of the programming goals we set ourselves for 2027. For the first time, the festival will have its own Orchestra-in-Residence, something we have long dreamed of. The Bamberg Symphony, conducted by Jakub Hrůša, will perform the complete cycle of Ludwig van Beethoven’s nine symphonies. Another innovation is Prague Spring Jazz Series, a dedicated series of jazz concerts curated in 2027 by pianist Fred Hersch. We have also expanded our educational programme, and our commitment to developing this area further is underlined by the signing of a memorandum between Prague Spring and the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague. We will also be making our presence felt more strongly in public spaces. Alongside the now traditional Prague Spring Open Air, which will once again take place in the Rieger Gardens on 12 May with the support of the ČEZ Group, we will introduce a new three-day weekend series of concerts and workshops on Střelecký Island, entitled Spring by the River,” says Director of Prague Spring Robert Hanč, commenting on the programme innovations.

The festival will feature more than forty debuts, with the first festival appearances of countertenor Jakub Józef Orliński and jazz vocalist Kurt Elling attracting particular attention. Among those making their Czech debuts at Prague Spring will be Ádám Fischer, Dima Slobodeniouk, Muriel Razavi, Sabine Devieilhe, Mathieu Pordoy, Alex Rosen, Jiayu Jin, Emmanuelle de Negri, Mari Eriksmoen and the State Choir LATVIJA. Legendary violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter will return to Prague Spring after seventeen years, while American violinist Joshua Bell will make his first festival appearance in twenty-four years.

#MeetBeethovenLive
The 2027 festival programme will pay particular tribute to the 200th anniversary of the death of Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827). “The entire musical world will be commemorating Beethoven’s anniversary, and Prague Spring will be no exception. The centrepiece will be the aforementioned complete cycle of Beethoven’s nine symphonies performed by the Bamberg Symphony, but his music will also feature prominently in the programmes of Prague Spring’s 2027 Artist-in-Residence, pianist Igor Levit. American violinist Joshua Bell will return to the festival after twenty-four years to perform Beethoven’s Violin Concerto, while the festival will also conclude with Beethoven’s music: the monumental Missa solemnis, performed by the Prague Symphony Orchestra FOK, the Slovak Philharmonic Choir, four international soloists and conductor Tomáš Netopil,” says the festival’s Artistic Director, Josef Třeštík. “We will also dedicate our SpringTEEN project for young audiences to Beethoven, and on 31 May, his music will quite literally ‘wander’ among the exhibits in the Museum of Transportation, a hall of the National Technical Museum, during a recital by bassoonist Michaela Špačková. The festival will thus offer a fascinating cross-section of Beethoven’s output, ranging from chamber music and instrumental concertos to symphonies and large-scale vocal and instrumental works,” concludes Josef Třeštík.
For ticket holders attending concerts featuring Beethoven’s music, the festival has also introduced the Prague Spring Beethoven Pass. Under the banner 9 Symphonies – 9 Benefits, it offers concertgoers opportunities to venture beyond the concert hall and discover experiences highlighting the composer’s connections with the Czech lands. Visitors can, for example, spend four nights in Beethoven’s room at the Teplice Spa, where the composer wrote the famous letter to his “Immortal Beloved”; view the manuscripts of his Third, Fourth and Fifth Symphonies in the art collections of the Lobkowicz Palace at Prague Castle; or sample wines from the cellars in Roudnice, which Ludwig van Beethoven himself probably enjoyed during his visits to Bohemia. International visitors can take advantage of special accommodation offers at Prague Spring’s partner hotels during the festival. Another intriguing feature of the festival’s programming is the texts accompanying Beethoven’s works on the festival website, in which Ludwig van Beethoven himself narrates their stories. The festival’s ambition to bring Beethoven’s personality vividly to life through its projects dedicated to the composer in 2027 is encapsulated in the hashtag #MeetBeethovenLive.
Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra to Open Prague Spring
The evening of 12 May 2027 in the Smetana Hall of the Municipal House will mark a historic milestone for the festival. For the first time since its foundation in 1946, Prague Spring will be opened by an orchestra from outside Europe. Smetana’s My Country will be performed by the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra (SPO), conducted by its Music Director, Jaap van Zweden. “It is a profound honour to open Prague Spring with the Seoul Philharmonic. We feel both tremendous excitement and a deep sense of responsibility as we prepare for this historic occasion. It is a milestone of great significance – not only for our orchestra, but also for the musical and cultural dialogue between Asia and Europe,” remarks Jaap van Zweden. The SPO ranks among the most highly respected symphony orchestras in Asia. It was the first Korean orchestra to perform at the BBC Proms and at Carnegie Hall in New York. In 2010, it became the first Korean orchestra in history to sign a long-term recording contract with Deutsche Grammophon. It was also the first Korean orchestra to win a BBC Music Magazine Award and an International Classical Music Award. How will van Zweden approach this emblematic masterpiece of Czech music? “For My Country, the starting point must be a deep respect for Smetana’s music and for its special meaning to the Czech people,” he says. “Although the work is rooted in Czech history and landscape, its feelings of belonging, memory and love for one’s homeland can speak to people everywhere. Our musicians can connect deeply with those feelings. I hope our contribution will be a performance that combines that emotional commitment with clarity, colour and a real sense of discovery.”

Artist-in-Residence Igor Levit
Since his success at the Arthur Rubinstein International Piano Master Competition in 2005, pianist Igor Levit has established himself as one of the most sought-after artists of his generation. His distinctive artistic approach is characterised by a search for new ways of forging meaningful connections between music of the past and the immediacy of the present. An artist who regularly performs in the world’s most prestigious concert halls, he demonstrates this not only through projects that push the boundaries of what seems possible, such as his sixteen-hour live online performance of Erik Satie’s Vexations, but also through his recordings, which have earned him numerous prestigious accolades, including Opus Klassik, Gramophone’s Artist of the Year, Musical America’s Recording Artist of the Year and BBC Music Magazine’s Recording of the Year. On his website, he describes himself as “Citizen. European. Pianist”.  He is not afraid to express his views on social and political issues: he organises concerts for refugees, campaigns for environmental protection and speaks out against antisemitism and xenophobia.

Beethoven’s music makes him, in his own words, a “happy pianist”, and since the release of his debut album on Sony Classical in 2013, he has been regarded as one of its most original and sought-after interpreters. In 2019, he recorded the complete cycle of Beethoven’s thirty-two piano sonatas for the same label, earning a Grammy nomination. “This was another reason why he was the obvious choice for Prague Spring 2027,” says Josef Třeštík, commenting on the selection of the Artist-in-Residence. Levit will appear in four projects in Prague. On 20 May, he will join violinist Renaud Capuçon and cellist Julia Hagen for an evening of chamber music by Beethoven and Brahms. On 21 May, he will give two concerts. The first, beginning at 20.00, will see him perform Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3 as soloist with the Czech Philharmonic under conductor Ádám Fischer. At 22.30, audiences will have the opportunity to experience him in a nocturne recital featuring Palais de Mari, a remarkable composition by American composer Morton Feldman, inspired by the distinctive colours of Persian carpets and the imperfect symmetries of the ruins of an ancient Babylonian palace at Mari. On his final evening, 22 May, Levit will present four Beethoven piano sonatas in a solo recital, including the Waldstein Sonata, of which he himself says: “There are only a few works of art where you can imagine that, when people first heard them, it was like catching a glimpse of the future.”

Igor Levit’s Artistic Residency at Prague Spring 2027
20 May at 20.00 | Levit & Capuçon & Hagen | Programme: Beethoven, Brahms
21 May at 20.00 | Levit & Fischer & Czech Philharmonic | Programme: Beethoven, Haydn
21 May at 22.30 | Igor Levit Nocturne | Programme: Brahms, Feldman
22 May at 20.00 | Levit – Beethoven Sonatas
All concerts will take place at the Rudolfinum.


Bamberg Symphony – Prague Spring’s First Orchestra-in-Residence
The Bamberg Symphony, recently named Orchestra of the Year by Gramophone magazine, will become the first ensemble in the history of Prague Spring to hold the title of Orchestra-in-Residence. “This can also be seen as a symbolic step, since the orchestra was formed in 1946 by German musicians who had been expelled from post-war Czechoslovakia,” says Robert Hanč. Having given 8,000 concerts in more than 500 cities across 64 countries, the Bamberg Symphony is one of the world’s most widely travelled symphony orchestras. It succinctly defines its mission as “resonating worldwide”. Its numerous recordings for prestigious labels such as Deutsche Grammophon and Accentus Music have earned it a host of international accolades, including the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik in 2021 and three International Classical Music Awards (2022, 2023 and 2025). The orchestra has appeared at five editions of Prague Spring, making its debut in 1991 with its then Chief Conductor Horst Stein and most recently performing in 2019, when it opened the festival under Jakub Hrůša.

An intensive engagement with Beethoven’s music has been a constant throughout the orchestra’s eighty-year history, a tradition continued by its current Chief Conductor, Jakub Hrůša. With performances of the complete Beethoven symphony cycle in Bamberg, Prague, Vienna, Düsseldorf and Cologne, he will bring his tenth season at the helm of this outstanding orchestra to a close. “Each of Beethoven’s nine symphonies opens up a new musical world and expands the possibilities of the symphonic form. This has also become the central idea behind our programme: to create an audible arc tracing Beethoven’s lifelong artistic journey,” says Jakub Hrůša. “For musicians and audiences alike, discovering the richness, contrasts and originality of each symphony together will be an extraordinary experience.”

Beethoven Symphony Cycle at Prague Spring 2027
17 May at 20.00 | Beethoven 1, 2 & 3
18 May at 20.00 | Beethoven 4 & 5
19 May at 20.00 | Beethoven 6 & 7
25 May at 20.00 | Beethoven 8 & 9
All concerts will take place at the Rudolfinum.


Prague Spring’s Orchestral Series
The Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra and the Bamberg Symphony are by no means the only highlights of Prague Spring 2027’s rich orchestral programme. One of the most eagerly anticipated concerts will feature the Vienna Philharmonic, conducted by composer John Adams in a programme devoted exclusively to his own works. Together with Icelandic pianist Víkingur Ólafsson, the orchestra will perform, among other works, the Czech premiere of Adams’s Third Piano Concerto, After the Fall. Another Czech premiere, Arch of Light, a triple concerto for violin, viola, cello and orchestra by Iranian composer Golfam Khayam, will mark the festival return of legendary violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter. She will perform the work alongside American-Iranian violist Muriel Razavi and Austrian-Iranian cellist Kian Soltani, accompanied by the Danish National Symphony Orchestra under Fabio Luisi. The Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France will arrive with its Principal Guest Conductor Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla and Japanese pianist Mao Fujita. Their programme will present a musical duel between two artistic rivals of the nineteenth century, Johannes Brahms and Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. American violinist Joshua Bell will return to the festival after twenty-four years, appearing in the dual role of soloist and concertmaster of the Verbier Festival Chamber Orchestra. This outstanding ensemble, comprising members of some of the world’s leading orchestras, will make its festival debut with a programme combining music by Ludwig van Beethoven and W. A. Mozart. And, of course, the finest Czech orchestras will also be represented. The Czech Philharmonic will perform under Finnish conductor Dima Slobodeniouk on 16 May and Hungarian conductor Ádám Fischer on 21 May, both making their Czech debuts. The Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra will appear on 1 June with conductor Piotr Wacławik and Sehyeok Son, winner of the 2026 Prague Spring Piano Competition, in the much-anticipated Prague Spring Debut concert. The Prague Symphony Orchestra FOK will bring the festival to a close on 2 June with Beethoven’s Missa solemnis, conducted by Tomáš Netopil.


Prague Spring Debut
The central figure of the Prague Spring Debut in 2027 will be Polish conductor of Czech descent Piotr Wacławik, who currently serves as Assistant Conductor of the Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra in Katowice, working alongside Marin Alsop. He previously held the same position for several seasons with the Warsaw Philharmonic and for one season with the NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra in Hamburg. Piotr Wacławik has already gained valuable experience with numerous European, American and Asian orchestras and has collaborated with distinguished soloists such as Ivo Pogorelić, Bomsori Kim and Yulianna Avdeeva. For his Prague Spring debut, he has chosen works by Paul Dukas, Witold Lutosławski, Franz Liszt and Modest Mussorgsky. “I put together the programme for my Prague Spring debut from music which demonstrates the colourful palette and brilliance of the symphony orchestra, works which also have a personal significance for me,” he says. “I listened to Pictures at an Exhibition as a child – it fired my imagination and, thanks to this piece, I grew to love symphonic music and perhaps it even led me to take up conducting later on. I wanted to conduct Lutosławski’s Symphonic Variations from the moment I first heard it played live five years ago. As a Pole I am delighted to be able to come to Prague to present this rarely performed yet extraordinary work. My debut at the Prague Spring, one of the most important music festivals in the world, is a great honour for me and also a deeply personal endeavour. I have lived in the Czech Republic for over six years and it has become my second home. And so the opportunity to appear in the Rudolfinum with the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra is something truly special for me.”

New Prague Spring Jazz Series
“Jazz concerts have always been part of the festival, but from 2027 we have decided to develop them into a dedicated concert series, which we have named Prague Spring Jazz Series,” says Josef Třeštík, introducing the new initiative. Each year, the series will have its own curator. In 2027, this role will be taken on by a leading figure of the international jazz scene, American pianist Fred Hersch. The series will comprise three concerts, featuring Fred Hersch alongside vocalist Kurt Elling and guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel, who will appear with his trio.

Kurt Elling
A two-time Grammy Award winner and recipient of numerous other international accolades, including the ECHO Jazz Prize and Académie du Jazz de Paris, Kurt Elling has quite literally pushed the boundaries of jazz singing. For two decades, he topped the critics’ and readers’ polls in DownBeat magazine and has received fifteen Jazz Journalists Association awards for Male Singer of the Year. He has collaborated with a host of elite jazz musicians, including Branford Marsalis, Danilo Pérez, Charlie Hunter and the Yellowjackets, and is equally at home working with masters of groove such as drummer Corey Fonville and keyboardist DJ Harrison. He regularly performs with leading orchestras and big bands around the world, including the New York Philharmonic, BBC Concert Orchestra, WDR Big Band, Jazz Orchestra of the Concertgebouw, Count Basie Orchestra, Metropole Orkest and Village Vanguard. Over the course of his thirty-year career, he has performed in more than seventy countries and has appeared at the White House on several occasions. This will not be his first encounter with Fred Hersch: they have performed together at events such as the Ravinia Jazz Festival in Illinois and, most notably, recorded the acclaimed album Leaves of Grass.

Kurt Rosenwinkel
Kurt Rosenwinkel has been establishing himself as the pre-eminent jazz guitarist of his generation since the 1990s, when he moved to New York and became a fixture at the Smalls jazz club. He now lives in Berlin, where he founded his own record label, Heartcore Records, in 2017. In addition to the guitar, he is also an accomplished pianist, a talent reflected in his distinctive guitar playing, instantly recognisable for its complex, enigmatic harmonies, beautiful tone, virtuosic technique influenced by post-bop and fusion, use of effects pedals and a sound partly drawn from his recordings Heartcore and Star of Jupiter.

Prague Spring Jazz Series
19 May at 20.00 | DOX+ | Fred Hersch
20 May at 20.00 | DOX+ | Kurt Rosenwinkel Trio
23 May at 20.00 | Prague Congress Centre | Fred Hersch & Kurt Elling


Women in Music
Following joint recitals at Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall and the Philharmonie de Paris, French soprano Sabine Devieilhe, a three-time winner of the Victoire de la musique classique award for Singer of the Year, and pianist Mathieu Pordoy will make their Czech debuts at Prague Spring. Devieilhe is renowned for her unconventional approach to programming, boldly combining works from different stylistic periods to create stimulating intellectual and emotional connections. She will bring this same unconventional spirit to Prague. At the heart of her recital will be music by French and German women composers spanning the Middle Ages to the twentieth century, juxtaposed with works by their male counterparts to create a dialogue between them. “In my programmes, I deliberately create a dialogue between women composers and ‘their’ male composers, and between composers and their muses. Family ties and romantic relationships are a source of profound emotion and sensitivity for me, which I want to reflect in my choice of repertoire,” says Sabine Devieilhe. Her song recital at the Rudolfinum on 27 May will therefore bring together works by Clara and Robert Schumann, Yvonne Loriod and Olivier Messiaen, Franz Liszt and his “female counterpart at the piano” Cécile Chaminade, as well as Alma Mahler, Fanny Mendelssohn and the American composer Amy Beach.


Ensemble Modern’s Prague Spring Residency Draws to a Close, with Enno Poppe as Prague Offspring’s Composer-in-Residence for 2027
The three-year festival residency of Ensemble Modern, one of the world’s leading contemporary music ensembles, is drawing to a close. Since 2025, the ensemble has presented works by George Benjamin, Unsuk Chin, Oliver Knussen, Ondřej Adámek and Iannis Xenakis at the festival, alongside world premieres of compositions by Slavomír Hořínka, Michal Nejtek, Pavel Šabacký, Haštal Hapka, Jan Ryant Dřízal, Barbora Tomášková, Jiří Kadeřábek, Michaela Antalová, Tobiáš Horváth and Patrik Kako. In 2027, this list will be joined by Enno Poppe, Prague Offspring’s Composer-in-Residence for 2027 and one of the most distinctive and original figures on today’s European music scene. His fascinating sound world combines precise, highly complex structures with irony, humour and an almost primal vulgarity. Enno Poppe will bring Czech premieres of his works Fell (Skin), Brot (Bread) and the fifty-minute composition Körper (Body), in which Ensemble Modern transforms into a jazz big band, to the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art. The first Prague Offspring concert on 28 May will also feature his celebrated composition Salz (Salt), commissioned by the Salzburg Festival in 2005. In addition, Poppe will conduct Ensemble Modern in five world premieres of works by Czech and Slovak composers commissioned by Prague Spring: Jana Kmiťová, Otto Wanke, Marek Krajňák, Marie Nečasová and Daniel Skála. Prague Offspring will also feature discussions, a masterclass with members of Ensemble Modern and the popular Reading Lessons for composition students.

Prague Offspring 2027 Programme
28 May at 18.30 | Enno Poppe in Conversation
28 May at 20.00 | Prague Offspring: Ensemble Modern I
29 May at 14.00 | Reading Lessons
29 May at 16.00 | Masterclass with Members of Ensemble Modern
29 May at 18.30 | How To Spring Off
29 May 20.00 | Prague Offspring: Ensemble Modern II
All events will take place at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art.


World and Czech Premieres at Prague Spring 2027
Supporting the creation of new music and commissioning works from Czech and Slovak composers remain a long-standing commitment of Prague Spring. Eight new compositions are currently being written for the festival’s 82nd edition by the following composers:

1. Matouš Hejl (Prague Spring Competition, compulsory work for the second round of the harpsichord competition)
2. Petr Wajsar (Prague Spring Competition, compulsory work for the second round of the clarinet competition)
3. Jana Vöröšová (Music School Salon, premiere on 15 May)
4. Jana Kmiťová (Ensemble Modern I, premiere on 28 May)
5. Marek Krajňák (Ensemble Modern I, premiere on 28 May)
6. Marie Nečasová (Ensemble Modern I, premiere on 28 May)
7. Daniel Skála (Ensemble Modern I, premiere on 28 May)
8. Otto Wanke (Ensemble Modern II, premiere on 29 May)

Czech Premieres at Prague Spring 2027
1. John Adams: After the Fall (Ólafsson & Adams & Wiener Philharmoniker, 24 May)
2. Golfam Khayam: Arch of Light. Triple Concerto for Violin, Viola, Cello and Orchestra (Mutter & Luisi & DR Symfoniorkestret, 26 May)
3. Enno Poppe: Fell for Percussion (Enno Poppe in Conversation, 28 May)
4. Enno Poppe: Brot (Ensemble Modern I, 28 May)
5. Enno Poppe: Körper (Ensemble Modern II, 29 May)
6. Lera Auerbach: I Walk Unseen (Beethoven among Aeroplanes, 31 May)


Early Music Series Celebrates Italian Music
Two outstanding ensembles will offer a fascinating exploration of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Italian music at Prague Spring 2027: Switzerland’s La Cetra Barockorchester Basel, conducted by one of the world’s foremost experts on Italian Baroque music, Andrea Marcon, and the Italian ensemble Il Pomo d’Oro, directed by Francesco Corti. Both ensembles will be joined by exceptional singers. Magdalena Kožená will appear with La Cetra on 15 May, continuing her successful collaboration with Andrea Marcon in the Italian repertoire. In 2009, they recorded an acclaimed album of Vivaldi’s music for Deutsche Grammophon, followed in 2016 by their recording Monteverdi for the same label, this time also featuring La Cetra. Both composers will be represented in their concert programme. The Il Pomo d’Oro concert on 31 May will also boast a phenomenal vocal cast in a performance of the oratorio San Giovanni Battista (St John the Baptist) by Alessandro Stradella, the tempestuous Italian composer whose life was marked by love affairs and dramatic escapes. The title role of John the Baptist will be sung by Jakub Józef Orliński, making his Prague Spring debut. The other roles will feature sopranos Jiayu Jin and Emmanuelle de Negri, tenor Nick Scott and bass Alex Rosen, all making their Czech debuts. These two programmes devoted to seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Italian music will be complemented by an imaginative concert from Collegium Marianum, bringing together the musical worlds of two great German Baroque composers, Johann Sebastian Bach and Georg Philipp Telemann, “over a cup of good coffee”.



SpringTEEN Follows in Ludwig van Beethoven’s Footsteps
The Beethoven anniversary will also provide the central theme for SpringTEEN, the festival’s project for families with children, which will once again be organised in collaboration with the National Gallery Prague on Sunday 30 May at the Convent of St Agnes. The great master’s compositions will inspire almost twenty workshops and concerts. There will be dancing, singing, drumming and painting by “moonlight”, alongside creative activities involving modern technology and artificial intelligence. For the first time, visitors will also be able to experience music through their entire bodies using vibrations, while the thousand-year-old walls of the convent and its adjoining gardens will resonate with the fateful “da-da-da-dum” played on a vacuum cleaner hose. Popular actor and singer Jan Cina will once again take children under his wing for the ever-popular live karaoke, while the concluding Grand Finale will offer them the chance to become the first performers of a special SpringTEEN version of the Ode to Joy. A new feature of SpringTEEN is the introduction of festival passes and family tickets in place of individual tickets. These will entitle holders to attend all the events on offer, while also providing access to the benefits of the Prague Spring Beethoven Pass and a 20% discount on all types of admission tickets to the Mozart Interactive Museum in Prague.

78th Prague Spring International Music Competition
The 78th Prague Spring International Music Competition will take place from 6 to 14 May, with harpsichord and clarinet as its two disciplines. Both instruments have brought considerable success to Czech musicians throughout the competition’s history. Among the harpsichord laureates are Monika Knoblochová (1999) and Vojtěch Spurný (1994), while four Czech clarinettists have won the competition: Božena Kubicová (1953), Bohuslav Zahradník (1974), František Bláha (1977) and Vlastimil Mareš (1981). The harpsichord competition will pay tribute to Czech harpsichordist Zuzana Růžičková, whose birth centenary falls in 2027. This will also be reflected in the repertoire for the final round, which will take place on 13 May in the Bohuslav Martinů Hall at the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague (HAMU). Accompanied by members of Collegium 1704 and Prague Philharmonia, conducted by Vojtěch Spurný, the three finalists will perform harpsichord concertos by Johann Sebastian Bach and Bohuslav Martinů. The clarinet competition will culminate a day later, on 14 May, in the Dvořák Hall of the Rudolfinum, where the finalists will be accompanied by the Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice under conductor Marko Ivanović. Both final evenings and the second rounds of the competition will be streamed live on Prague Spring’s YouTube channel. Interest in these streams continues to grow each year: live broadcasts and recordings from the 2026 competition have so far attracted more than 58,000 viewers, almost 20,000 more than in 2025. The successful mentoring project, organised in collaboration with the ČEZ Foundation, will also continue, once again led by leading international experts in public relations and communications within the music industry.

The harpsichord jury will comprise Marie Banaszkiewicz-Bryła (Poland), Fabio Bonizzoni (Italy), Francesco Corti (Italy), Monika Knoblochová (Czech Republic), Jacques Ogg (Netherlands), Barbara Maria Willi (Czech Republic) and Aline Zylberajch (France). The clarinet jury will comprise Nicolas Baldeyrou (France), Igor Františák (Czech Republic), Andrew Marriner (United Kingdom), Harri Mäki (Finland), Sabine Meyer (Germany), Charles Neidich (USA) and Irvin Venyš (Czech Republic). The deadline for applications to participate in the preliminary round of the competition is 1 December 2026. Competition rules and further information are available at https://festival.cz/en/competition/.

Memorandum of Cooperation between Prague Spring and the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague
“One of the priorities we have identified as part of Prague Spring’s strategic development over the coming years is to create new opportunities in the area of education. Signing a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague, one of the Czech Republic’s most important institutions for educating future generations of artists, is another logical step in this direction,” says Robert Hanč. “We greatly welcome this partnership with Prague Spring, a festival with an exceptional tradition and international artistic standing. For HAMU, it represents an excellent opportunity to develop direct links with the professional music world and offer students experiences that can significantly influence their future careers. We want them to have the opportunity to draw inspiration from leading international artists as part of their academic education. The open academic environment and the experience of an established festival create opportunities for mutual inspiration and for nurturing the next generation of artists. This is where we see the long-term value of our collaboration,” says Adam Halaš, Dean of HAMU.

In the memorandum, both parties express their intention to collaborate in the future, particularly in the areas of masterclasses, educational modules for future music managers, new music and experimentation with new media. The memorandum was signed on 3 November 2026 by Prague Spring Director Robert Hanč and Dean of the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts Adam Halaš. Their first joint project was a masterclass with Sir András Schiff on 2 November as part of the 2026 Rudolf Firkušný Piano Festival, attended as observers by more than 150 students from arts schools across the Czech Republic. During the masterclass, Sir András Schiff worked with two doctoral students from HAMU in Prague: Eliška Tkadlčíková, a semi-finalist in the 2026 Prague Spring Competition, and Matouš Zukal, a laureate of the 2021 Prague Spring Competition.

Masterclasses for Arts Students at Prague Spring 2027
In 2027, Prague Spring will further expand its programme of masterclasses for students at secondary and higher education institutions specialising in the arts. The following distinguished artists and ensembles will work with the younger generation in their respective disciplines:
9 May 	Iveta Apkalna (organ)
11 May	Francesco Corti (harpsichord)
14 May	Sabine Meyer (clarinet)
21 May	Fred Hersch (piano and jazz ensemble)
26 May	Sabine Devieilhe & Mathieu Pordoy (voice)
29 May	Ensemble Modern – Reading Lessons (composition workshop)
29 May	Ensemble Modern (contemporary music performance: flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, 
	horn, trumpet, trombone, piano, violin, viola, cello, double bass)
3 June 	David Steffens (voice)

Active participation is free of charge for students. With the exception of Reading Lessons, for which participants are approached directly, applications can be submitted online until 31 March 2027 at festival.cz/masterclass.


Partners and Patronage
“Prague Spring is a model example of funding from multiple sources, and we greatly value the support of our patrons and partners from both the public and private sectors, who recognise culture as an important part of society. A major development for the 2026/2027 season is a substantial transformation of our individual giving programme, the Prague Spring Patrons’ Club. We believe this step will help strengthen the festival’s financial independence while also contributing to the development of its educational projects and artistic residencies,” says Tereza Dubsky, Head of the Partner Development & Relations at Prague Spring. 

The 82nd edition of Prague Spring will be held under the patronage of the President of the Czech Republic, Petr Pavel, continuing an unbroken tradition of presidential patronage dating back to 1946.

The festival’s principal public-sector supporter is its founder, the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic. The support of the City of Prague also remains essential.

We are delighted that ČEZ Group will continue as Prague Spring General Partner and Opening Concert Partner in 2027, building on our successful collaboration in previous years.

Prague Spring is also immensely grateful for the trust placed in the festival by innogy Česká republika over the past thirty-three years. The company will continue as Festival Partner and Prague Spring 2027 Closing Concert Partner.

FNC Technology has newly joined Prague Spring as a Festival Partner and will also be Partner of the Second Opening Concert on 13 May in the Smetana Hall.
Allianz pojišťovna and ABB Česká republika will continue as Concert and Project Partners in 2027. Mercedes-Benz Česká republika will be the Prague Spring Official Car. Hilton Prague Atrium remains the festival’s official hotel. 

Special thanks go to the members of the Prague Spring Patrons’ Club.

Media Partners
The Czech Centres will continue as Prague Spring’s partner for international promotion in 2027. The General Media Partner of Prague Spring 2027 is Czech Television, while Czech Radio is the Main Media Partner. In print and online media, Economia, publisher of Hospodářské noviny and operator of the hn.cz and aktualne.cz news websites, will remain a Media Partner. Prague Spring’s specialist media partners will continue to include the online platforms KlasikaPlus.cz, Operaplus.cz and polyharmonie.cz. The media partnership with the Czech News Agency (ČTK) will also continue.


Ticket Sales
Tickets for Prague Spring 2027 concerts will go on sale on Wednesday, 4 November 2026 at 11.00. Tickets will be available to purchase online at festival.cz/en. Detailed information about individual concerts is available in the Programme section of festival.cz/en. For enquiries concerning order status, payments, invoicing or group bookings, customers can contact ENIGOO on +420 461 049 232. For information about the festival programme, please contact Prague Spring on +420 257 310 414.


Files for Download
📷 Official Photographs of Prague Spring 2027 Artists: https://bit.ly/3WHGA94
📚 Prague Spring 2027 Visuals: https://bit.ly/4e9CWuF
📚 2027 Programme Online:
📚 Programme Brochure in PDF: https://bit.ly/3Uz0Kl4
📚 Beethoven Pass Projects: https://festival.cz/en/beethoven-pass/

Link to the Prague Spring 2027 Press Service
📚https://bit.ly/4sUI4ZX






Press Contact
Iva Nevoralová
+420 608 028 054
nevoralova@festival.cz


Follow Prague Spring on Social Media
https://www.facebook.com/PrazskeJaro
https://www.instagram.com/prazskejaro
https://www.youtube.com/user/PragueSpringFestival

www.festival.cz/en


Press Conference Guests
Robert Hanč, Director of the Prague Spring
Josef Třeštík, Prague Spring Artistic Director
Adam Halaš, Dean of the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts
Fred Hersch, pianist

Musical Performance

Bedřich Smetana: Cibulička from Czech Dances, Op. 21
Piano: Marek Kozák
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